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ABSTRACT

When cast society became prominent in 500BC- AD3D0A conflict between higher class and lower class
became prominent in our society. Ancient Dharmasshaand Rig Veda both gave priority only on hightndu cast
specially Bhramana and lower class like ayogavandhla, nishda and paulkasa were completely depavesven to
vis-a-vis with higher castes. So many non-dalitteva like Tagore, Anand, Devi, Tendulkar, Roy, RKasnad have
depicted about the cruel and burning oppressiotatifs and Spivak suggests the subaltern studi@gpgio educate the

subaltern people themselves so that they theymaaksabout their own poor condition.
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INTRODUCTION

In India the cast society became prominent betvi@BC-AD500 period. This cast society was undetrobof
chaturvarnic order and the condition of the lowlass was too poor and shudras were totally restfitd touch even dwija
society and they were prohibited from all typekodwledge and status of high class. According @ WReda, the former
Dasyu/ Rakshaya/thief formed the conjecture of S&\hrna. There are so many divisions in sudhrascl&., ayogava,
chandala, nishada and paulkasa and they are cossids not Varna but as asprushayas (the untows)avho were
physically and mentally assaulted and tortured fyyen castes. According to Ancient Hindhu Dharmas8hathere are a
series of so many restrictions like economic, docfolitical and religious restrictions for the lew class.
The untouchables were forced to live even outdidevillage and they used to feed their daily méam the leftover

surplus of the high caste people.

They are deprived of drinking water from wells aaslo from education by school or college. The arnciedas
explain only four orders of Varna scheme and urttabtes are not mentioned. But in ancient societyettare too much
distinction of casteism. Since the dawn of civiliaa, the institution of caste has been questidnedo many philosophers
and reformers whose philosophy created the priacippe of both religions and new systems of thaughband of
rationalists named Lokayata first challenged to ¢hsteism. The very word Lokayata literally meargstricted to the
world of common experience or Charavakas’. Charawass a materialist philosopher whose a protesiathst the slave
system, caste exploitation and the existence of. Gbdy preached the abolition of slavery, ratidmahaviour and beliefs
rejecting all forms of sacrifices, rituals and caomies. After that Lokayata emerged as a progresand optimistic

philosophy depicting the cause of the oppressbedltpeople.

Dayanand Saraswati(1834-1883), the founder of Agmaj gave a call: “Go back to the Veda.” Dayananda
Saraswati was against the oppressions of castéctiosts, early marriages, the purdah system, ciwe and illiteracy.

He tried to destroy the abolition of untouchabjliggmancipation and the development of educatid®ainskrit and Hindi.
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Swami Vivekananda was of the view that untouchghilias the main cause of India’s downfall and miadigans cowards

and thoroughly contemptible.

Vivekananda prescribes a conception of a pure idedlan society accepting the goodness of all four
castes- Brahman, kahatriya, vaishya and shudrasegecting their evils. The view of Vivekanand w&milar to other
religious reformers mentioned earlier in defending ‘religious idealist philosophy’ of Hinduism. Géhi describes that
Varna is nothing more than “the following on thetpa us all the hereditary and traditional calliofjour forefathers in a
spirit of duty.” Gandhi’s idea of varnashrama exses that children should follow their fathers’fpesion which seems
to be good for the three upper castes but in chkenver castes, instead of being liberated fromdaste oppression they
are further being enslaved to the feudal principtekfe through the system. This is contradictémythe democratic ideas

that all people must get social justice irrespectif'their castes, class or religion.

Rabindranath Tagore being a non-dalit writer exggeshe condition of dalit in his writings lik&itanjali(1913),
where he expresses how the untouchables are htedilend oppressed in our country and he also psiyd® the
asymmetry and improportionate condition of the eaststem that one day must will devour the priyjkedi upper caste to
the same degradation. His greatest (@hgndalika (written between 1925 -1933) is dealt with an unt@ble girl Prakriti,

a chandal woman who is the protagonist of the drdrha story is that a Bhikku, who is a Buddhist tevants for water

to quench his thirst. Then the girl thinks thatshe is an aspryshya and only a beggar can beibedfinManu Shriti
chandals are given instruction to go away from higiss Hindu society- “Chandals and untouchablesildHive outside
the village, they should use earthen pots instéagemsils, should have dogs and donkeys as thepgpty and should put
on the cloths as taken of from dead bodies”. (liag-Mulk Raj Ananda in hi€oolie describes the protagonist Coolie as a
pathetic character who is comparable with Munoaiustic orphan presented in the urban setting withrémdous

consequences.

His “Two leaves and a Bud” depicts the story ofaaic Punjabi peasant lured to a tea plantatioisisam where
he is tortured and even murdered by a British @ifid’he Big Heart is Ananda’s last novel before Indian Independence
which deals with a young copper-smith from lowexrssl who becomes unsuccessful in case of repregentidernity in a
traditional society. But the main problem is thatsi not possible for non-dalit writers to depibetexact condition of
dalits.. Mahasweta Devi's writings show us the timent of subaltern which is also depended on thieetnd politics of
contemporary society. IKanyadan, Tendulkar traces the psychological obsessionrofhAAthavale who marries a high
caste Hindu girl and he suffers from inferior coexily and his hostility takes the form of sadisnruAdhati Roy’s
The God of Small Things, Raja Rao’slavni and Girish Karnad'Faldanda show a formulation of comprehensive ideology
of Dalit literature. Dr. Narendra Yadhav in his ganalized saga of social metamorphosis of DalitmethOutcaste:
A Memoir shows the experience of his illerate parents DaandrSomu who came from Mahur community in Maharash

to the city of Mumbai and shows that Dalit conseioess is such a condition that comes from the Isoamalition.

Gayatri Chakrabarty Spivak rightly says in her “Ghae Subaltern Speak” (1988) that subaltern pecatenever
speak until they are educated. So it is the dutgwaltern Studies group to educate them whateigpthpose of their
writing history by their own hands. Subaltern cawver speak because subaltern studies are theafoéckicated people of

high class society. These are the showmanshipgbfdiass people but until subaltern are educabed, never speak.
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